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Synopsis

In this beautifully crafted study of one emblematic life, Harrison addresses large themes in Chinese
history while conveying with great immediacy the textures and rhythms of everyday life in the
countryside in the late-nineteenth and early-twentieth centuries.Liu Dapeng was a provincial
degree-holder who never held government office. Through the story of his family, the author
illustrates the decline of the countryside in relation to the cities as a result of modernization and the
transformation of Confucian ideology as a result of these changes. Based on nearly 400 volumes of
Liu’s diary and other writings, the book illustrates what it was like to study in an academy and to be
a schoolteacher, the pressures of changing family relationships, the daily grind of work in industry

and agriculture, people’s experience with government, and life under the Japanese occupation.
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Customer Reviews

A biography of a late Qing rural scholar who, like 90+% of the candidates who passed the first level
of the imperial civil service exams, did not pass the higher levels required for a government position,
and who therefore found himself too educated to remain a peasant, and not educated enough for

any profession except that of a teacher. What makes this biography different from that of the



hundreds of thousands of examination candidates in this situation in the 19th century was the
abolition of the civil service exams, the overthrow of the Dynasty, and the revolution in ideas which
made his eduction obsolete. Most studies of intellectuals in the Republic of China focus on those
who struggled against and overthrew Neo-Confucianism -- this biography describes how the world

fell apart for educated conservatives in the China of 100 years ago.

Based on nearly 400 volumes of Liu da peng’s diary and other writings recorded over 50 years , this
slim book illustrates what life was like under the Manchus and under the Japanese occupation. | find
this book fascinating. Harrison writes well and neatly conveyed details of every day’s life in a China
village in the context of momentous changes in China. Her research is thorough. | highly

recommend this book.
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